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* If you have children, never give them knowledge, 


*T will fpoil their fortune, Fours Axe ALL THE FASHION,” 
Otway. 


Mort than two centuries ago, Erafmus, one of the 
greateft wits of his time, wrote an ironical, humourous 
treatife, entitled The praife of Folly. As this book is 
fomething advanced in years, and, as folly merits praife 
more than ever, I have thought, in the fincerity of my 
heart, that it was incumbent on fome well wither to 
this perfonage to caufe a new edition of her panegyric 
to be fairly imprinted. But, as this encomium of Folly 
is written in the language of learning, and as thofe, 
who would moft exult in the praifes of their patronefs 
are leaft killed even in the horn-book of Latin, I deem 
it my indifpenfible duty, having been from my youils 


up of anobliging temper, to advance the caufe of Folly, 


by compofing an effay, which, with a blefling on my 


- 


honeft endeavours, may diffeminate Dulnefs among my . 
»uving countrymen, If an_objeor fhould a¥ife, and, in ~ 


the fpirit of cavil, prefumptuoufly call in queftion the 
utility of my attempt, by wildly declaring, that Folly 
fhould be coupled with cenfure, and not with its op- 
pofite, I will remind this ignoramus, if an event of 
fuch notoriety have efcaped his attention, of that re- 
volution in the fentiments of mankind which is of late 
fo happily accomplifhed. In confequence of the igno- 
zance of thofe of old time, more efpecially of the filly 
Greeks and Romans, it has long been a pretty gene- 
rally received opinion, that a road through the low 
grounds of Folly, wasaround about way to Parnaflus, 
But this ridiculous prejudice, after long tyrannizing 


over the mind, is at length deftroyed by the almoft uni-— 


verfal confent of the enlightened moderns, who, after 
the matureft deliberation, have, in their wifdom, de- 
clared that the wreaths of fame, never looked fo vivid, 
as when twined round the head of dulinefs. Such, how- 
ever, has been the coynefs of the age towards innova- 
tions, though ever fo ufeful, that, to our thame be it 
fpoken, we have but recently reduced our new and ju- 
dicious theory to practice. Thole, who are witnefles 
to the encouragement, which fools mew receive, and 
to the immunities and privileges they enjoy, of greet- 
ings in the market place, of the higheft feats in the fy- 
nagogue, of acquiring Eaft Indian fortunes, and laftly, 
of enjoying the exclufive {miles of the fair, will {carcely 
believe that characers of an oppofite defcription, ever 
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could be tolerated. Yet, whimfical as it may appear, 

there wasa time, when this was aétually the cafe. Al- 

though, to a modern philofopher it may feem incredible,’ 
Ican warrantably affert, from the beft authorities, that 

in the days of yore, wifdom and genius were in fome 

fmall degree of eftimation. Talents, inftead of being 
confidered obftacles in the path to fame were by fome, 
perhaps too fanguine fpirits, viewed in the light of ufc- 
ful auxiliaries. Men of abilities, though in footh it 
was a little myfterious, were the pride of their own fex, 
and the favourites of the other; they were venerated 
by the populace, and advanced at courts; their books 
were read, and their fentiments remembered ; and pa- 
rents, affectionately mindful of the welfare of their 
offspring, bade them view, with the eye of imitation, 
fuch fair and perfe&t models, The ancients were fo 
deplorably deficient in enterprife, their navigation was 
fo imperfeé to the ifles of Cape de Verd, that neither 
Lycurgus nor Solon, ever promulgated a law, for the 
encouragement of jack-affles. Homer and Plato, Vir- 
gil and Horace never dreamed that their philofophy 
and poetry would enfure them negle&; and that to be 
nonfenfical was the fureft way to become popular. Now, 
another face of things is feen, and, if one may judge 
from every day’s experience, mankind have convened 
with a laudable refolutionto annihilate Minerya’s tem- 
ple, and to forma general combination ia favour of 
ftupidity. That long eared animal, renowned for wif- 
dom even toa proverb. whofe afinine exeellenc. -s were 
fo injurioufly flighted by Grecian law-givers, is now ex- 
alted to that poft of honor, which his fuperior merit 
claimed, Does any‘ambitious fpirit, with to attain pre- 
ferment’s top, or the peak of Parnafflus? Let him 
choofe an afs, for his companion or vehicle; and lo! 
he is there. Even to my lady’s bed chamber he kicks 
his way; for whoever heard that, by his graceful 
gambols, toilet, or drefling glafs was ever difcompofed. 
Such being the fituation of things, I cannot conceive 
of a greater misfortune, than for a man to be born, 
what is ftiled in vulgar phrafe a Genius. For neglect 
is his birthright, and his inheritance infelics +. The 
prudent fhun him, for a Genius is not always noted 
for circumfpection. At the fight of ene, who avows 
a contempt of cafh, and who is more willing to {pend 
twenty pounds, than to carn one, ftockholders, like 
the Prieft and Levite of old, *‘ pafs by on the other 
fide.” Among the profeffions, he is nobody ; Genius 
is too lazy to become a dray-horfe to the law, too proud 
to fubmit to pill and bolus drudgery, and too impa- 
tient of ftudy to perufe Bofton’s Fourfold’s State, Erf. 
kine’s Gofpel Sonnets, or Wigglefworth’s Day of 
Doom. The ladies, who are remarkable for averfion 
to reptiles, one unlucky inftance, recorded by a divine 
writer excepted, have the fame antipathy to Genius, 
that they have toatoad. For Genius will fometinies 
argue, and, I have been told by fome, perhaps lying, 
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philofophers, that ladies love fancy, more than reafon. 
From irritability of nerve, Genius is full of whim and 
caprice; and the ladies, knowing the evil, and wifely 
providing the remedy, are fo generous that they with 
*o keep thefe foibles to themfelves. Hooted from the 
haunts of men, and unadmitted to the toilets of the 
fair, it is high time for Genius to be fequeftered from 
the world. The ages of monkery mutt again commence, 
and men of abilities muft repair to the choifter and the 
hermitage, not from motives of devotion, but defpair. 
Living Genius being thus happily difpofed of, and 
chained toobfcurity, it now remains to propofe a f{cheme, 
which fhall have a two-fold operation ; firft, to make 
effectual provifion againft the future intrufions of Genius 
into good company, and fecondly, by a regular dun- 
fical educatioa, a projet I have always Had much at 
heart, to qualify a man, at the age of twenty one, to 
become a worthy member of the right worhhipful foci- 
ety of fools. It is well known to thofe laudably curi- 
ous perfons, who trace nature to her elementary forms, 
that the learned and pious Sterne in his ecclefiaftical 
hiftory of Triftrim Shandy, has, with all becoming 
gravity, philofophised on the influence of the animal 
fpirits upon the Homunculus, or embryo, during the 
myfterious work of generation. Agrecably to his hy- 
pothefis, children are {fprightly or dull, in an exaé ra- 
tio to the brikknefs or vapidity of thofe animal fpirits, 
employed in this momentous enterprize, Hence, the 
children.of Love, vulgarly fo called, are moft liberally 
endowed with what Lord Bolingbroke terms the ethe- 
rial {pirit ; and, on the contrary, the defcendaats. of 
the marriage bed, are puny and feeble, like the efforts, 
whith produced them. This hint is futcient to fet at 
work my projeéting brain, whofe very fibres are worn 
threadbare for the public good. I, therefore humbly 
propofe to our reprefentatives in Congrefs, that they 
forthwith repeal all laws, which make the murder~ of 
JASTARDS capital ; andthat, in Committee of thewhole, 
they ferioufly debate, whether it will not be expedient, 
to bring in a bill to difconrage abilities, and to advance 
folly, in which fhall be offered to thot benevolent 
damfels, who are fond of making children, a handfome 
premium to deftroy them. For, I am clearly of opi- 
nion, that the profeription of ingenuity, fhould be- 
come a national concern ; and that the members of our 
great council, as they regard the withes of their.confti- 
tuents and their own future eleétion, fhould punifh 
common-fenfe, as they would any other commen nui- 


fance. By.the aboye expedient of premiums, young 


maidens being effectually prevented from foftering their- 
love-begotten babes, the married ladies, on their part,, 


without. fee, or any reward, except that of confcious 
virtue, will affft, itis to be hoped, in the good work, 
As the firft ten. years fruit of their lawful embraces 
will, probably, poffefs fome particles of animation, 
which may ripen into Genius, I advife them, from 
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the tendereft motives, to murder, with all convenient 
fpeed, every child, born within this period. This ad- 
vice is highly reafonable and merciful in itfelf, would 
refcue fenfibility from a world of forrow, and would 
fubferve the * good old caufe” of dulnefs by eradicat- 
ing the oppofite chara@er. Genius being thus literally 
{tifled in the cradle, I hurry on “ joyfully and with a 
glad heart” to the fecond claufe in my project; no- 
thing doubting, if I may judge from the temper of the 
times, that it will meet univerfal approbation, and al- 
ready. beholding, ‘* in the mind’s eye” innumerable. fta- 
tues, which will be ereéted to my honor, at the public 
expence. The-ancients ufually commenced every im- 
portant enterprize with an act of religion. Let modern 
matrons for once condefcend'to adopt this obfolete, un- 
fafhionable cuftom. At the expiration of the fir ten 
years above mentioned, reafoning upon ftrié phyfical 
principles, the conjugal careffes of their mates will be- 
come languid and joylefs, and the fluggifh marriage 
couch will grow fo unelaftic that, from it na Genius 
can fpring. Then I would ferioufly conjure the married 


_ dames to make it, with a lively faith, their daily and 


earneft prayer, that their future children might te 
bern witha comfortable leaden cap on their tkulls. 
When. infants adually appear with this panzpoly of 


. folly girting their brains, let a milch-afs be fraight- 
. way pravided, aad let them be daily fed witht her milk, 
; that they may continually imbrbe fome portion of tie 
- {pirit of their nurfe.. 


The fir rudiments of nonfenfe, 
the “ child. of folly” may acquire at home; a tak, 
which fome indulgent.mammas may aflift, if the fatigu- 


. ing dameftic duties of powdering the hair, pinning a- 


ribband, and adjufting a handkerchief, will give leave. 
At the age of fourteen, or before if he have towardiy 
parts, let the hopeful boy be fent to. fome Coiiece. 
I mean in foreign countries. For thofe, who experi- 
mentally know how the talents of alearner are cherifhed 


» here, and who have witneffed the erudition and urbanity 


of our univerfity governors cannot, by any. refine- 
ment of conje@ure, fuppofe that. 1, mean our own, 
Here, aided by careful tutors, men, who have grown 
grey by the Jong experience of—cighteen, or twenty 
years, he may grow-in folly, as he advances in.age, 
and on Commencement Day, if he can exhibit adiagram, . 
unintelligible, like a-Profeffor’s, or a fpecimen of elo- 
quence embarraffed, like a Prefident’s, he. may add to 
lris furname ppb, or diftinguifhed dunce. The inter- 
val from graduation, till twenty one, may be.ufefully 
employed in making with hypocrify his paffions, if ac- 
cidentally he have any, and-in.acquiring the HABITS, I 
beg pardon for the impropriety of the expreflion, I 
mean the aétive and preife-wortby virtues of fobriety, 
chaftity and prudence. 

Meanwhile, let him affociate with fober: and ftaid 
perfons, who rife at five and go to bed at nine; whd, 
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underftand intereft, both fimpie and compound, and 
who pray pioufly for the poor, but give nothing away, 
left idlenefs fhould be encouraged. After a difcipline, 
fo goodly, he may rife with rapid fteps, to the higheft 
pofts in church and ftate. If he burn to enter into 
holy wedlock, he may find, in any ftreet, or village, 
a young lady ready with open arms to receive him; 
one, in newfpaper phrafe, of great beauty and merit 
with ten thoufand pounds for her fortune. Behind a 
counter, he may fcrawl a flate, with profit and lofs 
and be called eminent merchant. At the bar, aided by 
the braying of his nurfe, he will harangue ‘‘ about it 
and about it,”’ and clients will hail him ingenidéus plead- 
er. Inafick chamber, he may prate of Cullen and 
Cheffelden; and his patients, if he have left them 


breath enough to pronounce his-title, will falute him™ 


fxilful dogétor: or, laftly, from the pulpit, he may 
burl roll brimflone at the heads ef impenitent finners 
with the higheft applaufe, . After jogging on quietly 
through life, without knocking his head, like Genius, 
that unlucky rogue, againit every poft, in his way, 
he will die in peace, and be decently interred in a church 
yard. Some friend to the deceafed will place a fair 
blue ftone, over his grave; and fet forth, perhaps in 
golden charaéters, how he enjoyed a goodly heritage, 
how he digged, and how he fenced it, how he planted, 
and how he watered it, how, like prudence he lived 
and how like a.chriftian he died. 





ORIGINAL CRITICISM. 








ON CHURCHILL. 


Wi ATEVER prejudice Churchill may have enter 
tained againft Pope, to Dryden he has done ample juf- 
tice.—in the whole compais of Englith literature, there 
are few paflages more vigorous and elegant, than the 
following. 

‘ Here let me bend,. great Dryden, at thy fhrines 

Thou dea:eR mame to all the tuneful Nine: 

What if fome dull lines ia cold order creep, 

And with hie theme the poet feems to fleep ? 

Still, when hisfubje& rifes proud to view, 

Withequal flrength the poet rifes too, 

With thong invention, nobleft vigour fraught, 

Thought fill fprings upand rifes out of thought. 

Numbers enobling numbers in their cow: fe, 

In varied fweetnefs flow, in varied force, 

The powers of genius and of judgment join, 

#.nd thewhole art of poetry ts thine,’ 


Thefe are certainly very noble. lines, and’ much in 
the manner of the great poet they celebrate. The ge- 
nius of Churchill feems infpired, as he contemplates 
with fondnefs and admiration his favourite ba.J, and 
feems to catch fire from the fame altar, 





* Waller, whofe praife fucceeding bards rehearfe, 
Parent of harmony, in Englith verfe, 

Whofe tuneful mufe in fweeteft accents flows, 

In couplets firft taught ftraggling verie to clofe.’ 

Thefe lines, as well as thofe on Dryden, feem to 
have been borrowed from the following celebrated paf- 
fage of Pope, though the charaéter of Dryden is ex- 
panded with great sill and elegance. 


* Waller was {mooth ;—but Dryden taught to join, 
The varying verfe, the full refounding lute, 
The long majeftic march and energy divide.’ 


Churchill is, in many places, more indebted to Pope 
than he would probably have acknowledged, and more, 
perhaps, than he knew himfelf ;—for as he always 


| wrote ardente calamo, and fent his productions to the 


prefs without correétion, he often gave the public his 
firft thoughts, in the firft words that occurred, whether 


juft, or unjuft, flovenly or elegant.—Hence he gives _ 


for his own, lines and half lines of others, that had 
been impreft on his memory ; which feems to have been 
more careful to retain what it had received, than at- 
tentive to recolleé& whence it had received it.—Thefe 
remarks refer to his works in general, not to his apo- 
LoGy, Which is‘¢ertainly a poem of very great merit. 
Though it contains, as we have attempted. to flow, 
fome erroneous criticifm, yet is it the produétion of a 
powerful mind, and exhibits many vigorous andorigi- 
nal ideas in harmonious and energetic veriification. 





THE 


PARTERRE. 








ORIGINAL POETRY. 








Te acute Dr. Johnfon affures us that, devotional ic- 
pics are.too high for the mufe, and that. poctical piety 
has not often pleafed.. To effect therefore, with grace- 
ful cafe, what Waller and Watts have attempted in 
vain, muft be moft honorable to che poct. From every 
reader of the Tablet the editor will receive not only 
pardon, but praile for reinferting the folowing unioa 
of poefy and piety effedied by the pen of the Mrs. Mon- 
TAGUE of America. 
REANIMATION, 
A’ HYMN FOR THE’HUMAWNE SOCIETY. 
To be fung by thofe-whe have been reflored to life.- 
1, 
W HO from the gloomy fhades of night, 
When the laft tear of hope is thed, 
Can bid the foul return to light, 
And break-the flumber ‘of the-dead 2 
ik. 
No human {kill that heart can werm, 
Which the cold blaft of nature froze ;- 
Recall to life the perifhed form ; 
The fecret of the grave difcloie, 
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Ill. 
But thou, our faving Gop, we know, 
Can’ft arm the mortal hand with power, 
To bid the ftagnant pulfes flow, 
The animating heat reftore. 
IV. 
Try WILL, ere nature's tutored hand 
Could with young life thefe limbs unfold, 
Did the imprifoned brain expand, 
And all its countlefs fibres told, 
Vv. 
As from the duft, thy forming breath 
Could the unconfcious being raile ; 
So can the filent voice of death 
Wake at thy call, in fongs of praife. 
VI, 
Since TwiCeE to die is ours alone, 
And twice the birth of life to fee ; 
O let us, fuppliant at thy throne, 
Devote our SECOND life to thee. 


== 
Panropy of a pafflage in Pope’s Essay on Man. 


“ .0 THE POOR INDIAN, E%¢, 


Lo the pert damfel, whofe untutor’d mind 
Sees fwains in clouds, or hears them in the wind ; 
Her foul dull {cience never taught to ftray ; 


’ The light which rasnron gives directs her way ; 


Yet fome vague Notions airy hope has given 

Of happier worlds, a future female heaven, 
Where gilded coaches rattle through the ftreet, 
Where her dear beau and dearer dog fhall meet. 
To be admired, contents her fond defire ; 

She {corns the fage’s {chemes the poet’s fire, 

But thinks, admitted to the realms on high 

To fhine unrivalled, thro’ a gazing fky. 

Go, felf-taught child, and in thy partial laf 
Survey each feature of thy pretty face, 

Call rouge the bluhh of health, or think it fuch ; 
But, fhould there be too little, or too much, 
Deftroy the colors for thy rage, or guilt, 

Then cry ‘‘if woman fuffers Heaven’s unjuft.” 
if the fmart Frifeur pleat thy-borrow’d hair, 
And make one error here, another there, 
Snatch from his hand the powder and the tools, 
Retouch his touches, be the foo] of fools, 





SELECTION, 








“ @~ NOSEGAY OF CULLED FLOWERS, WITH NOTHING OF 
OUR OWN, BUT THE THREAD, THAT TIES THEM,” 








DRINKING SONG. 


Ler’s drink my friends while here we live ; 
The fleeting moments as they pafs, 

This filent admonition give 

Lime to improve, and puth the glafs. 
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When once we've enter’d Charon’s boat, 
Farewell to drinking joys divine, 

There’s not adrop to wet our throat; 
The grave's a cellar void of wiue. 





ANECDOTE, 
SE 
Wurn king James came firft to the public library at 
Oxford, feeing the littlechains with which the books 
were faftened to their -refpe@ive places; he wifhed, 
that ifever it fhould be his deftiny to be made a prifoner, 
that library might be his prifon, thofe books his fel- 
low-prifoners, and thofe chains his fetters, 





LEVITIES. 
}—____ ~ — ___ _} 
“¢ THE TRANSIENT TOPIC OF THE TIMES.” 





Tue following is copied literally from a London pa- 
per; andis ‘‘ an abitraé and brief chronicle” of the 
frivolity of the age. 
HAIR-DRESSING REDUCED TO A SYSTEM, 
Ross, proprietor of the magazine for ornamental! hair, 
and fafhionable perfumery, refpeétfully acquaints la- 


dies of rank, fathion, and diftinétion, that in adapting 


his ftyle of hair-drefling to the preyailing tafte of the 
age, he never lofes fight of that arrangement which is 
beft fuited to difplay the form of the countenance, the 
years of the wearer, and the hue of the complexion to 
the greateft poflible advantage. By this means he has 
been able to give to the bloom of youth, and the refpec- 
tability of age, thofe appendages of charms which are 
particularly appropriate to each, and without which 
neither can appear with proper eclat to command that 
approbation and refpeé which is-effential to every age 
of female life, 
FILLET CILICIOUS. 

To fhow that Ross has not only conformed to this 
admirable fyftem in the arrangement of ladies hair, he 
thinks it his duty to obferve, that the morning head- 
drefs, which he continues to manufaéture wnder the 
above appellation, poffeffes a correfponding excellence, 
which is confpicuous in the following enumeration of 
its qualities. 

Adapted to every age of female life. 

Congenial to the reigning tafle, 

Refemb!cs watural hair in every particular, 

Poffeflesa peculiar fymetry of form, 

Dreffes without trouble, faftens with eafe, and is, in 
a word, the moft tafty appendage to the perfonal ap- 
pearance of a Female. 
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FROM THE PRESS OF WILLIAM SPOTSWOOD, N°, 55 
MARLEBOROUGH-STREET, BOSTON, 
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